
MlMUIiS

of the

COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl

September 11, 2020

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl, STATE OF
HAWAII. WAS HELD ONLINE ONLY VIA BLUEJEANS, ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11,2020,
BEGINNING AT 9:00 A.M., WITH CHAIR ALICE L. LEE PRESIDING.

COUNCIL CHAIR ALICE L. LEE: My gavel today is my stapler. Will the Council meeting of
September 11 please come to order?

Before you do the roll call. Madam Clerk, I would like to greet everyone in Filipino this
morning. And in Visayan, you would say maayong buntag, maayong buntag.

Madam Clerk, roll call.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: COUNCILMEMBERS G. RIKI HOKAMA, NATALIE A. KAMA.
KELLY T. KING, MICHAEL J. MOLINA. TAMARA A.M. PALTIN,
SHANE M. SINENCI, YUKI LEI K. SUGIMURA,
VICE-CHAIR KEANI N.W. RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ AND

CHAIR ALICE L. LEE.

EXCUSED: NONE.

CHAIR LEE: Alright, shall we begin with opening remarks with Councilmember Tamara
Paltin?

OPENING REMARKS

The opening remarks were offered by Councilmember Tamara Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: You want me to keep going?

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Chair, you're muted.
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CHAIR LEE: Thank you for your, your remarks. They were very enlightening. Thank you
very much, Member Paltin.

If I may, at this, at this time, also remember those who we lost in 9/11, 19 years ago.
And if you don't mind, can we just take a moment of silence to remember them and
their families and friends.

MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OBSERVED A MOMENT OF
SILENCE.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Members.

Alright, I'm, would like to invite you to join me in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Members of the Council, rose and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you.

Before we proceed with today's agenda, may I please request that everyone keep their
microphones muted unless it is your time to speak. Decorum shall be maintained at
all times.

Madam Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK KATHY L. KAOHU: Thank you. Chair. And for the record, there are nine
Members present, and a quorum is present to conduct the business of the Council.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you.

COUNTY CLERK: Chair, proceeding with the presentation of testimony on agenda items.
Members of the public may testify by connecting to the Council's online meeting by
phone or video conference through the information posted on today's agenda.

Individuals connected to the Council's online meeting intending to testify should notify
staff in the meeting chat. If you do not intend to testify, you can view the meeting on
Akaku, Channel 53 or on mauicounty.us. Individuals connected by phone are currently
on mute and will be unmuted when it is their time to testify. Individuals connected by
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CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Jason. Are there any questions?

Yes, Ms. Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you. Chair. Thank you, Mr. Economou, for your
testimony. I just wanted to clarify, when you said, in April when we presented it to the
Planning Department. You mean, when the Planning Department presented it to us,
right?

MR. ECONOMOU: Yea, I mustVe mis-spoke there. Sorry about that. What I, what I meant
was at the Council meeting in April, when the Planning Department presented it to you
guys, I was a big critic. And I have changed my mind, I have changed my ways. I
have been convinced. And I, it's all because you guys. You worked with us and I
appreciate that.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you. Just wanted to clarify it's, it's the Planning
Department's bill.

MR. ECONOMOU: Yes. Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Chair, you're muted. We didn't hear what you just said.

CHAIR LEE: Yea, I'm sorry. Are there any more questions? I don't see any hands up. If
not, no more questions, thank you, Jason. Appreciate you coming.

MR. ECONOMOU: Alright. Have a great day. Take care. Bye.

CHAIR LEE: You too.

Madam Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Chair, the next person to testify is Cara Flores. And Cara will be followed
by Shelly Cravalho Wagner.

MS. CARA FLORES. HALE HAWAN (testifvina on Countv Communication No. 20-450):

Hi, can you hear me?

CHAIR LEE: Yes. Hi. Good morning.
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MS. FLORES: Good morning. My internet has been dropping. I'm testifying on 20-450, the,
what Ms. Paltin explained this morning. I'm representing Hale Hawai'i. And as soon
as we found out about this app and its existence, we~

CHAIR LEE: Ms. Flores, can you speak a little louder please?

MS. FLORES: Yes. Since we found out about the Perseus app and its existence, we've been
very supportive of it. I think that most people in the community would like to know in
real time if they've been exposed to COVID. And also, I think most people would take
their kuleana of letting other people know if they become COVID positive, they would
like to anonymously notify people. So, I think there's nothing else in Hawaii that's like
this.

And the Department of Health has, in Maui, has been notifying us sometimes of
businesses. But I know a lot of other places, there's been complaints that people don't
know. And so, while we can notify the people who we know, who we're close to when
we get exposed, we cannot notify strangers who we've never met. And so, if I stood
in line at the grocery store behind a stranger for 15 minutes, I would like the ability to
let them know that hey, you were within, you know, so many feet of someone who is
COVID positive. And I would also, myself, like to know that.

I think it's amazing that this group took this on and created this app. Nobody's paid
them for it, you know. It's a nonprofit and they did it out of their care for the community,
and their care for in, the indigenous people. Native Hawaiians, because we know that,
you know, the Native Hawaiian community, Micronesians, a lot of these specific
communities are getting hit harder than normal. And so, they did that out of love for
the people in our community.

And I very support this app. I think it, I think it's a game-changer. Hale Hawai'i, our
mission is to make Hawaii COVID-19 free. And honestly, I think this is one of the, like,
biggest opportunities that we've had to do something about it. And I like that it
combines testing and contract tracing and automates it so it would relieve a lot of the
burden of people who are having to manually call and contact trace.

And, you know, days make a huge difference in this disease. If you have, you know,
two-day delay because someone has to manually call and get a hold of someone, that
person can infect a lot of people in those two days unintentionally because they don't
have symptoms. And I do believe most people want to do the right thing. And most
people, if they knew they were exposed to COVID, would just choose to stay home for
a couple weeks and self-isolate because people in Hawaii do care about their
community.
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But we don't know if we've been exposed right now, and so we don't know that we
should be self-isolating, maybe in situations where we were standing behind someone
with COVID at the grocery store. And I think that knowledge is power, and this enables
people to make informed decisions on a very personal level. And I think most people
will do the right thing and it could really slow down and maybe even stop COVID spread
in our community. It's a huge tool to help stop community spread. So, I wanted to
testify in support of that. Mahalo.

CHAIR LEE: Ms. King, questions?

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Thank you. Can we get Ms. Flores back on? Are you still here,
Cara? Oh, there you are. Thank you so much for your letter and for bring, for bringing
this to our attention, this Perseus program. My question was, my question is if, if this,
if we can get the Mayor to authorize this program, is it contained just to Maui users?
And how does that, because It's a, it's an app, right? So, wouldn't it be available now,
or how do they keep it just on Maui? You know?

MS. FLORES: I don't, I don't know the technical question of how they would limit it to only
Maui. I know the group is actively trying to get it launched on every island.
Unfortunately, the Department of Health didn't choose to utilize this tool and I don't
understand why. So, they've had to go to each municipality. So, they're, they're
working on it.

It's hard, I mean, I think you guys understand better than anyone. It's hard to get in
with politicians and get in front of them to let them know about things. So, I think as
more people learn about this, more people will support it. But yea, I don't know
technically. I'm not involved with it in anyway other than knowing about it. But Kevin
might be able to tell you.

But yea, I do know, you know, they, they're trying to get launched on every island. So,
if they do, then they won't have that issue anymore.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Oh, okay. I, I thought maybe, I thought maybe you had some
technical information. But I really appreciate the way you folks are doing ..., because
you are all volunteers too. I mean, your, they're ... our best interest as well, so thank
you.

CHAIR LEE: Anymore questions. Members? If not, thank you.

Let's have the next testifier.
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COUNTY CLERK: The next testifier is Shelly Cravalho Wagner. Shelly will be followed by
Bobby Pahia.

MS. SHELLY CRAVALHO WAGNER (testifvino on Bill No. 87 (2020):

Aloha mai kakou. Shelly Cravalho Wagner, testifying on Bill 87. 9/11/2001 is still
remembered nationally, primarily for the horrific terrorism that shook the shores of the
United States and the aftermath that followed. Like most of you, I can vividly still
remember that day and the days following.

To have the second reading today on 9/11 is also extremely significant. As faith would
have it, September 11,1936 is the day our dad was born. So, it has other significance
to us. So, on behalf of my family, I want to formally mahalo each of you for your
continued consideration of our proposal and your kokua for our proposed name change
of Hale Maka'i to Joseph C. Cravalho Hale Maka'i. Mahalo nui.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you so much. Shelly. Are there any questions? If not, thank you very
much.

May we have the next testifier?

COUNTY CLERK: The next testifier is Bobby Pahia. Bobby will be followed by Stephanie
Yan.

CHAIR LEE: Bobby, are you there?

COUNTY CLERK: He's muted. Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Bobby, can you unmute yourself?

Okay, let's move on. We can come back to him.

COUNTY CLERK: Okay, Chair. Next to testify is Stephanie Yan.

CHAIR LEE: Okay.

DR. STEPHANIE YAN (testifvino on Countv Communication No. 20-450):

Hello. Good morning.
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CHAIR LEE: Good morning.

DR. YAN: Hi. It was so funny you started with a Visayan greeting for good morning, and I'm
Visaya. So-

(Spoke in Filipino.)

Thank you for having me here today. Thank you, Councilmember. And thank you,
Tamara, for putting this resolution up front. I am really encouraged by all of your
enthusiasm and the communities' enthusiasm for this app.

To give you a little bit of history of how this app came about and how I started
supporting it was that, in March of this year, I was given a paper from a science mag,
I think, and it was talking about the limitations of manual contact tracing in this kind of
infectious disease. They did some mathematical modeling and they, it showed that
the, the way this disease spread is it's too, it's, it's so kind of widespread, kind of the
medusa kind of spread, not the single-spread pathway that manual contact tracers are
used to doing. So, they predicted this mathematical modeling back in March, I think,
predicted that manual contact tracing would get oven/vhelmed if it doesn't have any
digital contact tracing or help from tech.

So, if you look at the best practices around the world, these places that have contained
the disease through testing and contact tracing have involved some type of digital
contact tracing. So, in March, I went around, I scoured, kind of like what in, where,
what kind of contact tracing is being done around the world. And then I, I met, I
happened upon the Safe Paths contact tracing group at Harvard/MIT. And I reached
out to them and they were very receptive. They were very interested in having a pilot
here in Hawaii, especially in Maui, cause it's such a small island. It would be the best
pilot for them. And in that time too, we had very low cases.

And so, they were very interested in having the DOH run it though, cause they always
worked through, they want to work through a governmental institution. So, I was
knocking on the Maui DOH door for weeks and weeks. And I couldn't get through
because I think at that time, and I don't know if it's the same now given new leadership,
that there was this kind of, this is the State DOH territory, so nobody wanted to touch
that. Everybody told me go to the State DOH, go to the State DOH.

So, with Harvard Safe Paths, we were going to go to the State DOH. And then all
these tech partners also reached out to them, such as Sustain Hawaii, the Aloha Trace
People reached out to them. And so, they put us together. And I was like this glue
that held the group together and we would have meetings to come up with the best
solution for Hawaii. And then, we, we unanimously voted on Kevin's Sustain Hawaii
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tech group to be the tech lead for the, for the coalition. And then we started, you know,
knocking on the door to the State DOH for I think a whole month. We didn't really get
any traction.

And then finally, one of the players there was able, because of his connections, political
and whatnot, was able to get in front of Sarah Park. And for a couple of weeks, she
was like, no, no, we're doing, what we're doing is fine and we don't want any digital
contact tracing. And then we just kept on, you know, knocking on her door again and
they presented again. And then so she said, okay, I like the diary portion, but I don't
like the notification.

And then hence, there was this, you know, kind of conundrum in me because I know
from the mathematical modeling, from the science that I know, if you take away the,
the notification, immediate notification to people, if you just delay that notification more
than 24 hours from the time somebody tests positive, you don't have the success you
would otherwise to isolate and contact trace. And you lose your epidemiological
advantage.

So, that was kind of like the conflict inside me. I'm like, well, if we go with what they
want and give them what they want, we can have them as partners. But then the app
is just like a show. It doesn't, it didn't really, you know, I don't have any political
connection, I don't have any, you know, I don't have anything to gain from this app, but
I just wanted to help.

So, there was a point of split in the group where we said, okay, we'll do a two-pronged
approach. We'll keep working with the DOH, a couple of guys will keep working with
the DOH. And since Sustain Hawaii has had this already developed platform from the
health base, they can develop this app that we need faster than what will the DOH
allow us. And this app has the immediate notification, which is the key portion of a
contact tracing app. So, we went with Sustain Hawaii and it, it, our predictions were
true. We got the app done about two months ago, ready to launch. And so, now
because-

CHAIR LEE: Excuse me. Excuse me, Stephanie Yan.

DR. YAN: Yea.

CHAIR LEE: Dr. Yang [sic]. Could you please summarize your testimony in a minute?

DR. YAN: Oh, sorry. So, yes, so I'm just, because of this background, somebody was asking
about, like, if other people could use it because of the fact that we don't have the State
DOH buy-in. We have to go out to each of the community in order for Google and
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Apple to approve it for public use. And I feel that this app is the best comprehensive
solution because it offers travel solutions to verify people's positive test that are
FDA-EUA approved.

It offers quarantine solutions. I don't want people to think that people are going to be
required to be tracked when they're in quarantine. It's not a tracking program. It's a,
a notification program where, or it's a, it, it spurs people onto scan the QR code where
they are so that the tracking is more accurate. So, it doesn't track visitors that come.
It doesn't have that privacy invasion there.

And then it has the contact tracing portion which it notifies people within 24 hours of
getting a positive test, and allows people to notify their friends, take their kuleana and
kind of not do it through a social media thing like Facebook, which is not very
anonymous and which people are doing now.

And then for the people at home, the kupunas, and those high-risk people that don't
have the computer, this app is very well made in order to allow those people to
participate because it's GPS-based. It can show location, so where the hotspots, like
kind of like a COVID weather map.

CHAIR LEE: Okay, thank you. Thank you very much.

DR. YAN: Okay. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: We have, we do have some questions.

Member King.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Thank you. Chair. And thank you for being here. Is it Dr. Young,
or Dr. Yang?

DR. YAN: Dr. Yan.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Yan. Okay. Thank you for being here. And, Chair, maybe we
could ask the Dr. to be a resource, since you seem to know about, a lot about this app.
I guess what my question was, is I was trying to figure out how you limit a program?
So, I'm getting from you, are, are you saying that every county has to approve it in
order for it to become useful in our State? Or is it possible just if we get our Mayor to
sign onto this declaration that we could have it available to Mauians?

DR. YAN: So, if our Mayor approves it, it could be available to the three islands that the Mayor
has, you know--
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COUNCILMEMBER KING: Okay. Yea, no, I can ask that later on when we get to the issue.
But that was what I was wondering is how you limit an app that's on everybody's phone
to just one county. But we can talk about that later. Thank you, Chair. Thank you so
much for being here.

DR. VAN: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Yes, Mr. Sinenci.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Mahalo, Chair. And mahalo. Dr. Yan, for being here today. I
just had a question. Is there a cost to using the, the Google app?

DR. YAN: No, it's free for the public to use. And that was the, the nonprofit funding to it. That
was the, kind of the key to it. If you want participation, you got to make it widely
available to people. So, it's been developed with that, with Kevin Vaccarello, the lead
tech's money, as well as funding, as well as Sustain Hawaii and some crowdfunding
sources there.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Okay, great. Thank you. Chair.

DR. YAN: You're welcome.

CHAIR LEE: Ms. Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you. Thank you very much for your persistence.
I'm just curious, how much did the app cost, or this project cost?

DR. YAN: Kevin is going to testify next and I'm hoping that he can highlight that and answer
that question for you accurately.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Anymore questions?

Yes, Ms. Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you. Just following up on Member King's question. If
Dr. Yan is available, I would love to have her as a resource when this item comes up.

DR. YAN: I would be very much, be very happy to be available for you guys anytime you
want to. If you want a live demo too for the whole group, to see how user friendly it is,
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we can also make that arrangement. And also, if we could get our, our business
partners, the Chamber of Commerce, to, to see this app live, I think they would be, be
very supportive of it.

CHAIR LEE: Ms. Paltin, what was your plan on this item today?

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: I would like to try and pass it on the floor and refer the subject
matter to my Committee for a demonstration at the next Committee meeting. I think,
you know, this is such a critical thing. All these businesses shut down and we need to
do something.

And, you know, a resolution, I, I know the Mayor has received a demonstration. Mr.
Vaccarello can go into more detail on that. I think his IT was looking into it. But that
was in August, I believe, or I'm not sure. So, I'm, I'm hoping they had enough time to
look into it. And, you know, if we pass the resolution on the floor today, he can either
follow it up with a signature, or letter, or not. And, you know, my feelings about
resolutions, they're just pieces of paper, so I don't see a problem with passing it today.

DR. YAM: And I think it's timely-

CHAIR LEE: You know, you know, it's, it appears, okay, we're having feedback. Okay. It
appears that~

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Is that Koa?

CHAIR LEE: Oh, it's the dog. Not mine; mine is taking a nap.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Okay.

CHAIR LEE: I told her, do not make noise for the next two hours. And she said okay. So,
anyway, Ms. Paltin, I have a lot of questions, although, I see a lot of merit, you know,
in this app. But, you know, I really wouldn't mind having more comments like let's say
from Corp. Counsel or DOH. You know, are we going to bump heads with them, or
you know? I, I don't want to, us to support something that we, hasn't fully been vetted.

And, like for instance, when somebody mentioned being in a line at the supermarket
and you have this app. And you notice the person in front of you, you know, according
to this app has, is testing positive or showing signs of positivity, and you say something
and, and then it turns out to be wrong. What's, you know, what's our liability, you know.
What, what happens in cases where there's a mistake and you're sort of accusing
somebody of having something they don't have.
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So, you know, there are legal questions, to me. But why don't we just discuss it when
the time comes as far as, cause you know, I certainly feel like I can support something
like this, but I don't know about the resolution today for myself, for myself.

Okay, are there any more questions for Dr. Yan? If not-

DR. YAN: I just want to-

CHAIRLEE: Go ahead.

DR. YAN: I just want to clarify that the app does verify the, the test result itself; the FD, that
is FDA-EUA approved and from a legit clinic. So, no one will ever be marked positive
where they are not verified, because the app is connected to 95 percent of EHR's
across the United States.

CHAIR LEE: So, while you're standing in line, you can get an answer from the people in the
United States on the mainland?

DR. YAN: Yes. Yes, so while you're standing in line and your, your, you shouldn't be standing
in line if you're COVID positive, but you can tell the app that you're positive and then it
will look through the, the medical records if you allow it to, if you consent it to. And
then it will verify that you're actually really are positive by a FDA-EUA CLIA-approved
lab.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Again, I still have questions about privacy issues and, and liability. But
anyway, I really believe this is a wonderful thing and I just have some questions.

Any more questions for Dr. Yan? If not, thank you and we look forward to the next.
And, and can you stay to be a resource person when we do, bring this matter up?

DR. YAN: Yes, definitely.

CHAIR LEE: You have time? Okay.

DR. YAN: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Thank you.

Okay, Madam Clerk, next testifier.

COUNTY CLERK: Chair, next to testify is Kai Duponte. Kai Duponte will be followed by
Mr. Bobby Pahia.
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MS. KAI DUPONTE. HALE HAWAI'I (testifying on County Communication No. 20-450):

Aloha. I'm not sure my, oh good, I guess my camera is working; you can see my ugly
mug. Aloha, Councilmembers.

CHAIR LEE: Aloha.

MS. DUPONTE: Thank you so much. Can you hear me? Aloha. Thank you so much for
hearing this. I am with HALE Hawai'i as well, and we're a grassroots organization
volunteerthat just was created around this COVID situation, because of our worry and
concern. The goal here is, I think all of us can agree, that the goal is to open up Hawaii
safely. We want to open up. We want our jobs back. And, but we want to be safe.
We do not want to jeopardize the lives of our residents and visitors.

I'm here to support this Sustain Hawaii Perseus app for both contact tracing and
helping with incoming travelers as well. The Hawaii contact tracing system has been
a terrible disappointment and I really have to say, as somebody who has a lot of trust
in government, I'm, I'm, I really feel betrayed about how they were saying that it was
good and, and it wasn't. I think that this is a time for us to use tools as well as our live
contact tracers that are now being hired. Contact tracing is important in infection
control.

Josh Green, I just read yesterday, he's talking about opening up October 1. That's
good and yet bad, because we're no, we're not anymore prepared than we were before
when they were saying that we were delaying opening up. Nations' not doing well, in
fact, it's predicted the nations' going to get worse.

And, you know, by the time a person receives a positive result, it's taking up to three
days, and I hear more sometimes. And then it takes time, they're saying for the contact
tracer to contact the person it may be 48 hours from that point before the initial contact
is made. Too much time has passed for the person to remember where he has been;
not for me, I'm home. But, you know, for others who are out and about. And so, this
app would assist them in remembering where you, where they've been. It helps the
person to assist to track their symptoms. I know that it would help me. And use of the
app would be voluntary. It's voluntary. It's not big brother.

And I really have to end this to say that we don't have time to deal with political, the
political mechanisms and resistance right now. Private citizens are doing what we can
because we're afraid that our kupuna, and I'm kupuna now too, and, you know, is that,
that we're going to be losing people. And we already are losing people. And, and so.
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I'm really hoping that you folks will help with this and I appreciate your, and I appreciate
Congresswoman Paltin for bringing this to everyone's attention and appreciate all of
you. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you very much. Are there any questions for Ms. Duponte?

Yes, Ms. Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Oh, I, I just wanted to clarify that I'm, I'm not a Congresswoman.

MS. DUPONTE: I'm sorry, Councilwoman. I'm so sorry. It starts with a "C". I'm so-

CHAIR LEE: ... one day, you never know. You never know.

MS. DUPONTE: Thank you. I'm so sorry, Councilwoman.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: -just for the record.

MS. DUPONTE: Yes. Thank you. You can tell I'm not used to this. I am physically-

CHAIR LEE: Yea, well, she has to start someplace, yea. Okay. Thank you very much.

MS; DUPONTE: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: May we have the next testifier?

COUNTY CLERK: The next testifier is Mr. Bobby Pahia. And Mr. Pahia will be followed by
Annie Alvarado.

MR. BOBBY PAHIA (testifvina on Countv Communication No. 20-451):

Good morning. Council Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Good morning.

MR. PAHIA: And, good morning, and esteemed Councilmembers. Thank you for the time.
And e kala mai I didn't chime in earlier. I want to just make, I, I come before you today
to want to make you aware of some initiatives that I am currently moving forward. And
these initiatives will address food security, food sustainability, workforce development,
and of course the environmental impact and conservation of our natural resources; big
package.
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We, we plan and we are moving forward in creating alliances, strategic partners with:
1) the Waikapu Community Association; 2) of course, with Maui County government
officials. Also, with the . . . Partners, Michael Atherton and Partners. And also, with
the Hawaiian Island Land Trust. Because I think we all know that there's a deal on the

table that Mr. Atherton wants to put in, in this lands into a conservation easement.

I currently lease 320 acres from him. And I feel that we have a plan in place that can
address the fore mentioned items that I talked about. I believe that this is something
that we need to address. I, I'm willing to negotiate and have discussions with potential
other collaborators. We are seeking funds, we will be seeking Federal funds through
the USDA, especially in the rural development section, and the Native American
Agricultural Funds. Also, we also will be seeking funding from private entities, you
know, Ulupono Foundation, Castle Foundation, and the various other private
organizations.

But I do come before you today to ask and, ask for your support, and ask that you
advocate for this project. And I'm, we're, what I'm really seeking as we move forward,
the first items that we want to address in this project is putting in water infrastructure,
potable water infrastructure, sewage infrastructure, and the broadband capabilities to
have installed on this farm.

I currently have 15 farmers that, that I, I have the latitude to sublease to. And under
these, these items of food security, you know, we need to support the farmers because
they're the ones that produce, and we need a system to distribute. We plan to move
fonward on this, this project, utilizing, we're, we're currently forming a, a nonprofit social
enterprise model, because our intentions is really to supply food to our community.
We're, we're creating a community farm plan that will be entailed in the whole project,
working on workforce development. Because as we move fon/vard, this will create a
lot of job opportunities.

And the, the, we will be working and moving towards some capital improvements on
this land, specifically for a, a slaughter facility, because I have one farmer down here
that is a hog farmer and he has, he has to pivot away from, you know, servicing the
hospitality industry and therefore, will be servicing our community needs. So, you
know, the only slaughter facility we have on the islands is Nakasone's. They've been
in business for the last three, three generations, and they appear to be on the reality,
on the cusp of phasing out. So, a slaughter facility for hogs and chickens, we are
working on currently.

I come before you to advocate for your support, especially for the water and sewer
infrastructure. And I'm going to advocate for, we'd like to advocate to tap into the, the
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CARES Act funds to do some feasibility studies on water, sewer, and broadband
capabilities. I believe that we, another thing is that, yes, I do lease the land from . . .
Partners, Michael Atherton and Partners. But I think that this project will be a
tremendous compliment to his Wailuku Town that he is currently pursuing to, to start.

I  think there's a lot of details in everything that I said. But I think to summarize
everything, I think that's pretty much it. And we're excited about moving forward,
because I think that we can create a model down here. And you know, we're going to
go after models like Ma'o Farms in, on Oahu and the Kula, oh shucks, I lost, lost my
track. But there's some models that are very successful that, that integrate the
community of, within their model and being sustainable.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Thank you very much.

MR. PAHIA: I think, thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Are you, Bobby, are you talking about County Communication 20-4 ..., which
has to do with the~

MR. PAHIA: Oh, I'm sorry. It was 20-451. And thank you, Councilmember Sugimura, for
introducing me to the Council.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Alright. Thank you. Are there any questions for Bobby?

Yes, Mr. Hokama.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Mr. Pahia, mahalo for your comments this morning. My one
question, if you can respond, you mentioned a couple of hundreds of acres currently.
Is that the site you plan for this project?

MR. PAHIA: I have a lease for 320 acres, and that is the site that we will be trying to move
on.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Okay. Okay. And you feel you're comfortable with the length
of your current agreement that moving fon/vard wouldn't be a problem with the length
of your agreement, Mr. Pahia?

MR. PAHIA: Yes. I'm comfortable with my, the length of my lease agreement now. However,
everything is about timing and the opportunity. So, as we transition to having the
Hawaiian Island Land Trust manage these resources, this is when I plan to go in for a,
a longer lease. Because being that the land will be in agriculture in perpetuity and I've




